THE ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS IN DENTAL COLLEGES.
Too severe criticism made upon the actions of the National Association of Dental Faculties, rescinding their decision made at Saratoga, 1896, and substituting a lower standard at Old Point Comfort the present year, have apparently a substantial basis. It is however very clear that this action is not understood; and while it would seem to be a retrograde movement, it is not so in any sense, but rather a conservative effort to reach even a higher standard, but not by the ill-considered methods adopted in 1896.
The history of the efforts to advance the standard of preliminary training, as well as the curriculum of each of the dental colleges, has never been written, and probably never will be, but there has been a continued effort in the Association of Faculties for many years to increase the requirements, but at the same time arrange these so as to avoid undue friction with the elements with which it was forced to deal.
The primary object of this body is to advance the character and the work of all the dental schools ; and in order to do this each must be a mutual help to the other bearing, to a certain extent the burdens of the weak, and discouraging the strong in any attempts to move faster than the former could safely follow.
In the present condition of our country it is recognized that dental colleges cannot all be of equal value, and it is equally apparent that the dependence upon some few centres of education, as was formerly the case, must be abandoned. The This conclusion has, however, no permanent features.
The Association\cannot afford to occupy this low position for any great length of time, and it becomes the duty of all dental colleges intrinsically weak to remember that this adjustment is only temporary, and that the stronger colleges cannot and will not much longer bear the burdens of the weak, but will insist that those who have sought fraternal association must continually struggle to meet the higher standard demanded by the increased intelligence and broader education in the scholarly circles of the world.?Editorial in International Dental Journal.
